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Taylor’s annual Silent Night
game has been canceled.
An email from Interim President Paige Cunningham announced the cancelation on
Tuesday afternoon, citing the
rising number of positive cases of COVID-19 in Grant County
and Indiana as the primary reason for the decision.
“Although the Taylor campus
has been blessed with a low incidence of Covid-19 cases, we must
remain vigilant,” Cunningham
said in the email. “College students, who may not even know
they have COVID, are deemed by
some health authorities to be
primary vectors contributing to
the current widespread surge
in cases.”
Taylor’s administration came
Photograph provided by Taylor University
to this conclusion through onSilent Night 2019
going conversations with pubMoore was also involved in COVID-19-conscious Silent Night distanced students only, on top we made a proposal for how
lic health officials and Grant
we would do (Silent Night) and
County Public Health Officer the initial decision in late Oc- celebration, which would have of several other precautions.
tober to move forward with a been for masked and socially
“A little over three weeks ago, SILENT NIGHT continues on Page 2
David Moore.

Nothing is absolute for next semester
Faculty update
plans as the COVID
situation continues
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

Much like the students, the
faculty and staff at Taylor don’t
really know what to expect
when coming back for J-Term
and the spring semester.
“As we were preparing for
the fall semester, recommendations and regulations were
changing on a weekly, if not
daily basis,” said Nate Haugh,
dining service director at Taylor. “We won’t know for sure
what we w ill be doing until students return. And even
then, they could change at a
moment’s notice.”
Currently, it doesn’t look like
rules will be made any more
strict for J-term. However, it
also doesn’t look like many restrictions will be taken off.
Vice President of Student Development Skip Trudeau isn’t
counting on any major changes
by next semester like a vaccine.
If there is a change in the situation though, Taylor will be ready
for it.
“For a while, (the Pandemic
Response Team was) meeting
every day from four to five; now
we’re meeting three days a week
from four to five” said Trudeau.
“We’re getting data from every point you can imagine, sifting through that and trying to
make those decisions (about
COVID-19).…And probably most
importantly for us is we’re going
to continue to monitor the Center for Disease Control state and
BIDEN/TRUMP continues on Page 2
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A look inside the Isolation Center.

local health guidelines.”
Trudeau said that while the
likelihood of spring study abroad
is not clear yet, all other international and domestic travel has
been canceled for the semester,
including spring break trips.
The decision-making process
for trips is also complicated as
it involves following the local
and national advisories in the
U.S. and in the countries the
students plan on visiting.
Taylor has plans to keep students safe when they are finally
able to travel abroad.
“We’ll rely heavily on our

ground partners — those who
are in the other countries who
can help with the program —
using their knowledge, their experience, the information they
have, and we put all of this together to make decisions,” said
Dean of Intercultural Programs
Charlier Brainer. “We have an
international management
crisis team that meets at Taylor. We meet when needed to
discuss situations and to use
all the information that we
have to make the best possible judgement.”
While a ban on international

travel makes Brainer’s job more
awkward, he said that global
learning and engagement still
has to be happening. While it
is not the same as real international travel, Brainer said his
department has been looking
into “non-mobility” approaches to international learning
and engagement for students
and staff.
One project they are working
on is a virtual lighthouse program over J-term. Nov. 17 there
will be an information session
that students should attend
if they want to get one of the

available spots. Students will
earn credit for IAS 320: Cross
Cultural Service, and potentially collaborate with students
from other countries in similar situations.
Many may not be aware of
the international program’s restructuring, but they are aware
of the changes in food lines at
the Hodson Dining Commons
(DC.) Haugh said that they are
trying to bring back more interaction and options, such as
a toast bar at breakfast, but it
is difficult to make the options
SEMESTER continues on Page 2
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IWU COVID update
Students encouraged
to go home
Mackenzie Derico
Staff Writer

As of Nov. 12, Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU) had a total
of 77 COVID-19 cases, creating a
grand total of 237 positive cases
this year. At the same time, there
were currently 336 students in
quarantine and 123 in isolation.
Students at IWU are required
to wear a mask at all times, unless outside or in their family
unit. Their classroom locations
have changed so that they only
fill to 50% capacity, and chapel
is limited to a live stream or to
the first 250 who sign up to go
in person. Everyone is to remain
socially distanced. In addition to
this, all sporting events have restrictions on the number of fans
in attendance.
Last week, students at IWU received an email giving them the
option to complete the semester
remotely.
“Based on the current situation on campus, the diverse
needs of our students, and guidance provided by university and
local health professionals, the
decision has been made to implement an additional protocol
for the IWU-Marion campus,” the
email to students said.
As of Nov. 12, students could
complete the semester remotely, though some were required to

Photograph provided by Indiana Wesleyan University

Indiana Wesleyan University currently has 336
students in quarantine as of Nov. 4.

stay on campus and attend classes in-person.
I W U Fre sh m a n A mel i a
Chatwell said that there was
a decent amount of talk about
COVID-19 at the beginning of
the year, but more conversation
started happening after the
university went from two positive cases to 32 in one day due to
sporting events.
“People are talking about the
rising cases,” Chatwell said.
“Mainly just because it happened
so fast and it’s so close to the end
of the semester.”
Since the outbreak, students
have been restricted to two seats
per table. In addition, they have
taken away seating in the dining
areas and commons. All campus
events — aside from sports —
have been cancelled, and masks
are required everywhere except
outdoors or in the dorm.
In comparison, as of Nov. 6,
Taylor University had 162 students in quarantine, 27 students in active isolation, 21 new
COVID-19 cases, and a total of

65 positive cases this year. This
means that IWU has had double
the amount of positive cases for
the 2020 fall semester and currently has 136 more students in
quarantine.
Chatwell wishes that more
events were put on throughout
September to help with the emotional state of the students, but
she understands the restrictions.
In a recent email to Taylor students, Director of Residence Life
Scott Barrett reminded students
that mask wearing and social
distancing is as important now
as ever as we approach the end
of the semester.
“Your relationships with each
other are really important to us
and we want you to continue to
cultivate these relationships,”
Barrett said. “We need to do this
in wise, but cautious ways if we
want to remain together safely. Being diligent to follow these
basic expectations is really important as we make these efforts.
This is all of our responsibilities.”
echo@taylor.edu

Election called for Biden
Cities around the
nation celebrate

SILENT NIGHT continued from

(Moore) is who we proposed it
to,” Vice President of Student Development Skip Trudeau said.
“He was very excited and at that
point gave it his unreserved support, because Indiana’s numbers
were in a way different place.”
Trudeau said that while he is
very disappointed the tradition
will not take place this year, allowing Silent Night to take place with
the current numbers would not be
worth the risk.
There was some speculation
that the cancellation was due to
pressure from a portion of the student body that responded negatively; however Kyle Gould, the
athletic director, says this is not
the case.
“Of course some people didn’t
agree with the decision, but the
feedback was much more positive than negative, highlighted by
the 1,000 student tickets distributed within 40 minutes of putting
them online and many other students contacting us looking to
be put on a waiting list,” Gould.
The next Christmas traditions
to be evaluated will be the annual Christmas dinner at the Hodson Dining Commons and the
candlelight chapel.
Dining Services Director Nate
Haugh said the Christmas Dinner is set to take place on Nov.
23rd. Three time slot options
were available to sign up for, and
students will not be restricted to
sign up in floor or chapel groups
for the event.
While not all details have been
finalized, Haugh said he wants

to make the night as fun and safe
as possible.
“Instead of having a Thanksgiving meal the week before all
the students go home to have
the same type of food with their
families, we wanted to do something we thought the students
would enjoy more,” Haugh said.
“The Christmas dinner is always
a big night and we didn’t want
that to go away… we’re adding
something new by having raffles
throughout the night for Christmas gifts.”
As of Wednesday, Nov. 11, the
details for Taylor’s candlelight
chapel are still to be determined.
The Christmas-themed chapel, which ends with each student
holding a lit candle while singing
Silent Night, is usually attended
by the entire Taylor community.
This presents a challenge as chapels have previously been split
into rotations by residence hall.
Campus Pastor Jon Cavanagh
said university leaders will need
to discuss new gathering restrictions communicated by the Indiana governor before committing
to a candlelight chapel plan.
“We have had numerous discussions about how to finish the
semester well, but all of those
have been dependent upon other factors,” Cavanagh said. “This
is definitely a ‘we don’t know yet,
stay tuned,’ kind of situation.”
The new Indiana executive order limits crowd sizes to 50 people in Grant County and other
counties with similar COVID-19
numbers, but religious gatherings are exempt according to
The Hill newspaper.

work in a COVID-safe way.
Haugh also mentioned that
many schools do not have a
dine-in option, some as well
known as Vanderbilt University, so Taylor is fortunate just
to be able to eat together at the
DC, even if the options aren’t the
same as last year.
Although the restrictions can be
frustrating for the students, the faculty is happy with the results so far.
“The external feedback that
we are getting is very positive,”
Trudeau said. “You guys are doing something right, because
you’re able to continue doing
some of these programs that
most schools haven’t, so I want
to say, we’ve done a good job,
but we’ve got to keep doing it.”.
echo@taylor.edu

dean
mentor

Kyla Russell
Staff Writer

Historic.
This is the only word to define the most recent presidential election. The US Elections
Project predicts over 165 million American citizens voted,
the most in recent history.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, citizens voted through
differing avenues this year including through absentee ballots and mail-in ballots.
“Some of this year’s high
turnout may be attributed
to the expansion of access to
mail-in ballots and early voting, with many states changing their policies due to the
coronavirus pandemic,” Annie Goldsmith, writer for Town
and Country said.
Both candidates, incumbent
President Donald Trump and
now President-Elect Joe Biden,
motivated their voter bases to
turn out on election day, and
Americans did just that.
As of Nov. 10, Trump received
71,347,060 votes and 47.5% of
the American popular vote.
Biden received 76,190,801 votes
and 50.8% of the popular vote.
Biden garnered more votes
than any presidential candidate in American history.
Typically, major news outlets project the election winner on the night of the election;
this year was different. Due to
the disproportionate amount
of mail-in ballots and voter turnout, it took longer for
states to count votes.
While votes in Pennsylvania, Nevada, North Carolina
and Georgia are still being
counted, the results were clear
enough on Sat., Nov. 7, for the
Associated Press (AP) to declare a winner based on projected electoral votes.
Before 11:30 a.m. (EST) on
Saturday, Biden was projected to have won 253 electoral
votes, while Trump was projected to have won 214. The
state of Pennsylvania holds
twenty electoral votes; 270

As the semester draws to a
close, Trudeau said he is encouraged that Taylor has been
able to accomplish all that it has
in spite of COVID-19. He said he
knows of some Christian colleges that have had little to no
programming and no chapels
this year, and he is thankful that
the Taylor community has still
been able to keep some sense
of normalcy compared to other
similar universities.
“It’s been a long, hard pull,
and (campus life) is not how
it has been, but in light of all
these factors it’s been a pretty
good semester,” Trudeau said.
“We did it. I’ve been very impressed with how we’ve been
able to do this.”
echo@taylor.edu
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disciple
Photograph provided by Kyla Russell

People gathered to celebrate in Indianapolis after
the election results showed Biden winning.

electoral votes are needed to
win the presidency.
In the days leading up to Saturday, Biden trailed in Pennsylvania. As the state began to
count mail-in ballots, he took
a slight lead.
This lead methodically grew.
At 11:30 a.m. on Sat., Nov. 7, major news networks such as the
AP, Fox News and CNN projected that Biden would win in
the state of Pennsylvania (his
home state) and reach 273 electoral votes.
Biden chose Sen. Kamala
Harris from California as his
running mate. She is the first
woman and person of color to
hold the title of vice-president
elect.
Soon after the announcement, celebration erupted on
the streets of major U.S. cities.
Residents living in New York
City, Los Angeles, Atlanta and
Washington D.C. gathered together in their respective cities
to celebrate.
“Around noon, just after the
election was called by news
outlets, an impromptu parade broke out on the streets
of the nation’s capital to celebrate Biden’s victory,” Marissa
Lang, a writer for the Washington Post said. “A brass band
perched on the back of a truck
played upbeat jazz as people
spilled out of homes, shops,
and restaurants in downtown
D.C. to join the march.”

Celebrations even erupted in
Indiana’s state capital of Indianapolis. Supporters played live
music and waved signs while
standing near the Soldiers and
Sailors monument.
Typically, the presidential
candidate that is not projected to win calls the winner and
concedes the race. As of Nov. 9,
Trump has not made any concession to Biden.
The Tr ump campa ig n is
pushing for several investigations into possible voter fraud.
So far, the campaign has filed
roughly a dozen lawsuits. Most
of the suits are filed in Pennsylvania, Nevada, Georgia and
Michigan.
Despite a possible lega l
battle, Biden and Harris addressed the nation and gave
acceptance speeches on Saturday evening. The team called
for unity and healing in the
United States.
“I will be a president who
seeks not to divide but unify,
who doesn’t see red states and
blue states, only sees the United States,” Biden said. “Now
let’s give each other a chance.
It’s time to put away the harsh
rhetoric, lower the temperature, see each other again. Listen to each other again. And
to make progress, we have to
stop treating our opponents as
our enemies. They are not our
enemies. They’re Americans.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Though volunteering looks much different amidst the
pandemic right now, GCRM has many ways to serve and
encourages community involvement and volunteers.
ReNEWed Boutique and Thrift brings bigger mission

Thailand, Taylor, taking the next step
Cheri Stutzman
shares her journey
Emma Moorman
Staff Writer

You Senior Cheri Stutzman’s
contagious smile is but a small
glimpse into a woman with a
lot of life stories and a lot of
love.
The Taylor University senior
is not native to the state of Indiana. She actually spent the
majority of her years across the
Pacific Ocean, in the beautiful
country of Thailand.
From the age of two to her
freshman year of high school,
and then again during her senior year of high school, Stutzman and her family resided in
the Land of Smiles.
“ Thailand is a beautiful
country with a beautiful culture. I love the people,” she
said.
Growing up homeschooled,
Stutzman’s family would often host all the neighborhood
kids for English classes. And
with each class, the kids also
received a Bible story. This was
just one of the ways Stutzman’s
family could share Christ’s love
with the people who surrounded them.
“Just by being there, people
see that you are different and
you just show Jesus’ light by the
way you love them,” Stutzman
said.
She mentioned that one time
some neighbors actually approached her mom to share the
differences they had noticed.
“Our neighbors came up to
my mom and said ‘We can tell
your family is different. Just by
the way you are living your daily lives, as witnesses we can see
that,’” she said.
Stutzman’s father was the
business administrator for
Reach Global and her mother
partnered with the safe houses: teaching English classes
and Bible studies, working on
product development and raising support.
Her mom also worked with a

program called Education Matters where they work with children who are at risk for human
trafficking. The goal is to provide educational scholarships
for children at risk of entering
the human trafficking industry.
Since most children don’t have
the financial support for books
or transportation, this makes
them at-risk.
Because as beautiful as Thailand is, there is still a lot of
darkness.
“Growing up in Thailand, you
see a lot of hurt and a lot of
hurting people,” Stutzman said.
From a young age, Stutzman
was faced with the harsh realities of human trafficking.
She explained what it was
like to live in such close quarters to the brothels.
“ You drive home from going out to eat with your family
and you see all the prostitutes
lined up,” Stutzman said. “I
used to be like ‘Ooh (they’re) so
pretty,’ but when I got to high
school I realized what was really happening.”
But through the intense realities that Thailand presented, God’s glory was able to be
made known.
“You saw spiritual warfare
and then you saw how the
name of Jesus combatted that,”
Stutzman said.
Her exposure to Thailand
definitely left an impression on
Stutzman, one that sticks with
her during her time at Taylor.
As a professional writing major, Stutzman aims to use her
platform for the injustices she’s
seen on the streets of Thailand.
Her past fuels her passions. Her
eventual goal is to do content
development for a nonprofit.
“I ’m a writer,” Stutzman
said. “I love writing. I love telling stories.”
At Taylor, Stutzman continues to write her own story before she graduates this year.
She reminisces about all the
blessings God has provided
during her college experience.
“I was very blessed to be put
on a wonderful wing, third
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Senior Cheri Stutzman is a professional writing major and looks forward to using that to advocate for others.

center English, for three years.
God really knew what he was
doing when he placed me there,”
she said. “As a homeschooled
missionary kid, it could’ve been
easy for me to not fit in, but the
people there welcomed me and
drew me out of my shell.”
She has also been encouraged in her faith, in awe of
God’s faithfulness, power
and provision.
He provided for her family
back in Thailand and he continues to provide for her now.
Through all of her life experiences, God has proven to her

his simple truths over and over
again.
“He can be trusted and he
is faithful and he works even
though sometimes we may not
see that,” she said.
It’s no doubt that Stutzman’s
experiences in Thailand have
contributed not only to her
present, but also to her future.
Those experiences prompted
something in Stutzman’s heart.
It made her want to take action
and help those people she saw
hurting.
“I think God really put it on
my heart to help them,” she

stated. “When you rub shoulders with them everyday… Once
you see it, you can’t forget it.”
It was actually Stutzman’s
mom who helped her discover
she can combine her heart for
human trafficking with her talent of writing.
And that’s exactly what she
intends to do—use her writing as a platform to advocate
for those women and children
she would pass on the roads of
Thailand.
Them, and many, many, many
more.
echo@taylor.edu

Livy Schroder

Distribution Manager
Ansley Kary

A d v e r t i s i n g R e p.
Marissa Muljat

Fa c u lt y A d v i s e r

Alan D. Blanchard, Ph.D.
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse
voices on Taylor University’s campus fairly and
without bias and to be a vehicle of accurate
and pertinent information to the student body.
The Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters
healthy discussion about relevant issues, acting
as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Corrections Policy: THE ECHO strives to
accurately report names, facts and information
in all of its content. However, when errors do
occur, the newspaper stands ready to correct
the error by publishing a correction in a timely
manner in both the print and online editions. If
you notice an error, please bring it to our attention.
Student journalists have published The
Echo weekly since 1913, except for January
term, exam week and holidays. The Echo is
a member of the Associated Collegiate Press
and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo offices are in the Rupp
Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions
or comments to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave. Upland, IN 46989-1001
(765) 998-5359, echo@taylor.edu
© Taylor University 2020

ReNEWed Boutique and Thrift brings bigger mission
New location coming
to Gas City
Caroline Monberg
Staff Writer

The phrase one man’s trash
is another man’s treasure
could not be more true when
it comes to thrifting.
Thrift stores are becoming increasingly popular, and
many Taylor students can be
found on the weekends perusing through the aisles of thrift
stores to find vintage and one
of a kind looks. Whether people want to clean out their
closet, donate items, change
their look, or find unique
clothes to add to their wardrobe, ReNEWed Boutique and
Thrift in Marion is just the
place to do that.
Under the umbrella of
Grant County Rescue Mission
(GCRM), ReNEWed Boutique’s
sole purpose is to sell donated items, to donate money and
to help people. The store uses
all of its revenue to support
GCRM’s meal ministry, shelter
service, and Life Change Program. Shopping with a cause
has never been easier.
“Every dime you spend goes to
helping the ministry function,”
said Debbi Berbereia, Director
of Thrift Operations at GCRM.
GCRM is a local Marion outreach, connected with many
parts of the community. The
mission is to serve through the
hope and restoration of Jesus

Christ. Grant County Rescue
Mission has various levels of
their mission. All finances are
allocated throughout their
many different programs and
help in a variety of different
ways.
ReNEWed Boutique is one
of these programs that helps
provide the funds for the other ministries. The name ReNEWed also has an important
meaning to the goal of GCRM.
Debbi has been working as
the director at ReNEWed Boutique for a little over a year.
Her and her husband, Rick
Berbereia, are heavily involved
with the mission, as Rick is the
Executive Director of GCRM.
Both are very invested in the
Marion community and the
lives of their neighbors and
people they serve.
Rick was one of the main
leaders in the revival of GCRM.
He made sure to cultivate relationships within the community, as they moved to a new
area, and shortly after Debbi
was hired on as the director
of ReNEWed. The two of them
have visions for the store and
the mission as a whole, and
have been able to expand the
mission and continue to make
a greater impact on the Grant
County community.
“We are renewing all the
items that people no longer
want, which is kind of like the
people. People think they are
less than or that they don’t
have any value but they really

Photograph provided by GCRM

The Grant County Rescue Mission currently has one thrift shop location in Marion, but another ReNEWed Boutique and Thrift will soon be opening in Gas City.

do. We can all be renewed in
Jesus,” Debbi said
GCRM believes that all people are renewed creations in
Jesus. They believe this about
their residents, customers and
all the people they serve. ReNEWed boutique renews old
items, representing the renewal they foster through the
people they have the chance
to help.
Though volunteering looks
much different amidst the
pandemic right now, GCRM
has many ways to serve and
encourages community

involvement and volunteers.
Volunteers help serve meals,
host worship or game nights,
take pictures for the mission, are involved in community outreach events, donate
and shop.
There are multiple ways for
all people to get involved for
college students and community members alike. GCRM is
incredibly thankful and blessed by the many volunteers
that serve alongside them.
They love to include the community in their mission, and
have hosted events in the past

like “Greek Night,” where they
invited all the local college
students to come and shop
everything on sale.
As well as that, every student that presents a valid student ID receives a discount at
ReNEWed Boutique. ReNEWed
Boutique wants to encourage
younger generations to come
thrift, but also make a difference in doing so.
When stepping into the role
as director, Debbi had many
plans, dreams and visions that
are now coming to fruition.
Some of the future plans for

ReNEWed Boutique include
opening a second location in
Gas City and creating an online store. ReNEWed Boutique
plans to open their second location this holiday season as
a Christmas store, which will
eventually be transitioned
into another thrift store after
the holidays.
GCRM is an inspiration that
one does not have to look far
to find hope in the community.
ReNEWed Boutique is renewing items and people, day by
day, person by person.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Our View

Every vote counts
The election that started on
Nov. 3, between Incumbent
President Donald Trump and
President-Elect Joe Biden is
still ongoing in a truly historic fashion.
This year, voting came down
to the wire in many swing
states, some voting margins
named as “too close to call” for
days. Considering this year’s
contentious nature of the election, we at the Echo feel that it
is especially important that every count is counted.
“Turning up to vote, whether you win or lose, makes you
and people like you more represented,” Miller said in the Oct.
29 edition of the Echo.
We often hear the phrase “every vote counts,” around election season.
Used as a reminder to register to vote and fill out your ballot, this phrase almost seems to
lose meaning in election years.
However, in 2020, every vote
really did matter, with the presidential race being as close as
71,592,684 votes for Trump to
76,492,792 votes for Biden, according to the Associated Press
as of Nov. 10.
As of Nov. 11, Associated Press
has reported two states that remain uncalled. North Carolina and Georgia remain at 99%
counted. Alaska was recently
called remains at 75%.
According to Forbes, Alaska counted its in-person votes
cast on Election Day and early
votes that were cast in person
through Oct. 29, after the polls
closed. This totals to 250,704
ballots. Trump was called as
the winner of Alaska with 56.9%.
Alaska’s not so speedy counting is due to the fact that they
did not start counting any absentee ballots or early votes
cast in person after Oct. 29 until
Nov. 10, resulting in Alaska coming in last for counting ballots.
Though it is easy to question the essentiality of Alaska’s
votes, especially when they only
hold the weight of three electoral votes, we must persist with
the notion that every state’s
votes matter.
Likely, the turnout of Alaska
will not change the outcome
of the 2020 election. However,

other states with slightly more
electoral votes do have the
ability to change the verdict
of an election.
For example, in 2020, all
eyes were on Nevada, Pennsylvania and Georgia as vote
counting happened slowly.
In the case of Georgia,
which still has not been
called, a recount will be necessary to determine who its 16
electoral votes will go to.
According to USA Today,
Secretary of Georgia, Brad
Raffensperger announced
that the state will recount all
of its votes due to the slim
margin of .2% with Biden in
the lead and 99% of votes
counted. The state still had
4,169 votes left to count, according to Gabriel Sterling, Georgia’s official voting
system implementation
manager.
It is now predicted that a recount will take until the end
of the month.
Even if the Georgia recount
were to result in the state flipping to Trump’s advantage, it
would not affect the end result of the election.
With multiple states experiencing this type of limbo,
and Trump refusing to concede the election, many believe the election is not over,
and the country could, in fact,
change the majority leading
candidate before Inauguration Day, though this is unlikely to happen.
No matter your personal
opinions on the candidates,
issues at play or the election
process, one thing we can all
take away from the drama of
the 2020 presidential election
is that your vote does matter.
Every vote matters.
The Our View represents the
official opinion of the student
newspaper on different issues,
as determined by a consensus
of The Echo Editorial board
members. Readers are welcome to submit their views on
these issues in a letter to the
editor to:
echo@taylor.edu
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A human being forms
at the moment of conception and holds value in the
womb.
Biologically, from the moment a mother’s pregnancy
test appears positive, a living child is growing in her
womb.
Th e child growing inside the womb has a beating heart, and if the doctors
and mother can see that a
heart is beating, then it has
to be alive.
Once humans are conceived, they start gaining
their sense of touch and
taste, and even grow attach ed to th eir moth er ’s
heartbeat.
An article titled “Science
is Giving the Pro-Life Movem ent a B oost ” by Emma
Green from The Atlantic
stated, “advocates have introduced research on the
question of fetal pain and
w h eth er abor tion harms
women’s health.”
So like a child who burns
a hand on a hot stove, unborn babies can feel pain
as well.
T h e y h av e t h e i r o w n
unique set of DNA that is
separate from the parents,
though their parents play
a huge role in what they
look like.
By getting an abortion,
the baby inside the womb
is killed, and can no longer
develop as it should.
If th e unb orn i s c onsidered dead upon a miscar ri a ge , or in th e ca s e
of a double murder, then
w hy sh oul d ab or tion b e
any different?
Every single human life
is valuable no matter what
they look like, what their
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‘Pro-life’ advocates for the sanctity of life from conception.

religion and race are, or
the stage of life they are in.
Each and every person has
a soul and is thereby a sacred being.
From a Christian standpoint, humans are created
in the image of God , and
he knew us before we came
into existence.
“ The Bible clearly indicates the baby is alive before birth,” said sophomore
Hannah Gerig.
The Bible describes Elizabeth feeling John kick her
stomach while he was inside
the womb, so even without
medical equipment, women
know that there is a human
being inside them.
The fact that the first
bo ok of th e Bi ble stat es
that humans are made in
God’s image has to show
how much they matter. Humans in th e w omb, with
their unique DNA, hold the
image of God just as a fully-grown adult does.
Since Christians believe

that e ver y on e ho l d s th e
image of God, and should
honor his commands, then
biblically speaking, Christians should be completely
against abortion. It wrongfully ends the life of someone who could have had so
much potential.
While there are many disagreements with science
and reli gion , b oth si d e s
should come to the agreement that a fetus ought to
have the right to live, since
it has a beating heart.
Even if someone does not
associate with Christianity,
there are plenty of reasons
why abortion is immoral in
the secular world.
“I don’t say your version
of pro-life needs to be influenced by religion… your
religious value can affect
what you think about certain roles—it does not have
to be that case,” said Freshman Cheris Negley.
W h en s om e on e e xp eriences someone doing

som ething wrong or unjust to them, or someone
knows of someone who has
been mistreated, they do everything they can to make
sure that justice is properly served. Pro-lifers must be
the ones who advocate for
the precious life of the unborn, since they are not able
to have a say in the matter
of abortion.
The article “ Yes, there
are Pro-Life Atheists out
there. Here’s why I ’m One
of Them” by Hemant Mehta, explained that whether a child is kicking in the
womb, or taking their first
steps, they are still develo p i n g . Hu m a n s d e v e l o p
throughout their lifespan,
and that begins from the
moment of conception.
There are certainly valid
points to both sides of the
article, but when it comes
down to it, the fetus is a sacred human and is worthy
of living.
echo@taylor.edu

Yatooma’s Foundation for the Kids
Reflecting Christ via
non-profit ministry
Olivia
Yatooma
Staff
Contributor

Christ-driven leadership
can be exemplified by being
a passionate warrior for orphans and widows, which
clearly reflects God’s servant
heart.
Eight years before I was
born, when my father was
about the same age as I am
now, his own father was killed
in a carjacking in Southwest
Detroit. On that day, although
no one knew it at the time, a
charity was born in remembrance of him. Thus, my
grandfather, a man I never
knew, has influenced my life
more profoundly than most.
My family endured similar
trials and tribulations to the
families who are now served
in my grandfather’s name. As
it is the mission statement of
Yatooma’s Foundation for the
Kids to “bring tenderness to
tragedy and turn tragedy into
triumph for kids who have
lost a parent,” likewise, my
own family, with God’s abundant grace, found triumph in
their tragedy.
Little by little, we started
helping kids in our community who have lost their mom
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Children enjoyed the “Extreme Christmas Makeover,” an event put on by the foundation in 2019.

or dad. As the years passed,
the resources grew, the volunteers grew, and the needs
grew. One kid became ten, ten
became 100, and 100 became
1,000.
Now, Yatooma’s Foundation for the Kids is helping
children all over Southeastern Michigan who have suffered the loss of a parent. It’s
become part of our fabric —
part of our family. More than
anything, we have learned a
critical lesson on gratitude,
to remain grateful for that
which is otherwise so easily
taken for granted.
L auren McD onal d , a

colleague of mine, expressed
her belief that it is “crucial to
get them the resources they
need and to support them until they are successful on their
own,” when asked about charity work regarding orphans
and widows. McDonald explained that simply providing
resources will not aid their
well-being. “There needs
to be programs that will aid
them to live better lives.”
Yatooma’s Foundation for
the Kids is all that I know,
so I can confidently say that
our foundation does so much
more than simply providing groceries and ensuring

financial security.
I have observed children
of all ages within our foundation experience the different stages of grief, and it
quickly became apparent to
me that they value the three
Cs more than any material
thing: candidness, connection, and conversation.
My dear friend Amelia Bostick is able to relate to the
value of foundations similar
to Yatooma’s Foundation for
the Kids, because she lost her
father when she was just two
years old.
KIDS continues on page 05

“We must not turn our heads away from the
emotional abuse that is very much within
some churches today.”
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KIDS continued from Page 4
“The church provided grief
counseling for me and my
sisters, and I think it is definitely helpful because someone being there to help you
process those emotions is really important,” Bostick said.
I believe so strongly that
my family has been called
to impact the lives of those
who have lost, which became
clear to my father after my
grandfather was murdered.
However, what separates
Yatooma’s Foundation for
the Kids from other organizations that provide similar
outreaches is empathy. My
father has experienced the
same life-altering tragedy
that these children and widows have endured.
Karen Long lost her husband after he went into cardiac arrest in front of her
three young children. “My
heart was as empty as my
wallet,” Long explained. “My
faith in Jesus Christ sustained me.”
I believe that if Yatooma’s

Foundation for the Kids can
be a small part in tending to
the wounds of orphans and
widows alike, all who are
involved are exemplifying
Christ’s love.
“Spiritually, they are encouragers, prayer partners
and friends in Christ,” Long
stated. Therefore, Yatooma’s
Foundation for the Kids exemplifies Christ’s servant
heart by genuinely attesting to the purpose of glorifying Him.
God is the focal point of
all that we do at Yatooma’s
Foundation for the Kids,
which I believe makes us different and attracts those who
aren’t even Christian.
“They know just what to
say because this organization was born out of a similar tragedy in their lives,”
Long said. “Mr. Yatooma lost
his dad at a young age and
watched his mother struggle
to raise four boys.”
I am so passionate about
our foundation because it
is relational, and therefore

encourages families to seek
help.
Yatooma’s Foundation for
the Kids is also such a rarity because of how involved
my father is in its outreaches. “Mr. Yatooma is just as involved with this organization
as the office employees are,”
Long exclaimed. “He even
plays Santa at our Christmas
program each year.”
Yatooma’s Foundation for
the Kids puts an emphasis on
the mental health of all who
have been affected by such
loss, which I am confident is
a crucial aspect of the healing process.
“Mentally and emotionally,
we have been to counselors
and tutors provided through
For the Kids and have attend
seminars on topics pertaining to our situation,” Long
remarked . “ They under stand how important it is
for the kids to laugh again.
So, they send them to ballgames, bowling parties and
even provide the chance to
meet other kids of loss and
make friendships there.”
It is critical that outside
help tends to the mental
and emotional vulnerability
of children who have lost a
parent to rebuild their foundation for their adolescent
years.
“Studies have shown that
bereaved children are between two and three times
more likely to experience
mental health issues such
as anxiety and depression,”
wrote familylives.org. “As
they grow up, they’re also
more likely to engage in
high-risk behavior and have
criminal records. Finding

healthy ways to adapt to loss
is key to providing bereavement support.”
Grieving does not follow
a handbook, so Yatooma’s
Foundation for the Kids is
incredible at adapting to
the grief process of every
child and widow who seeks
our help.
As the foundationforgrievingchildren.org has so insightfully stated, “Grieving
well is something that few
of us know how to do. Little is taught in our schools
from elementary to college,
yet every one of us will need
these skills at some time in
our lives.”
The ministr y outreach
within Yatooma’s Foundation for the Kids is so apparent because of the genuine
relationships that are formed
through the connectivity of
families who have all gone
through the same stages of
grief. We tend to their hurts
by allowing them to grieve
alongside others, so they
know that they are not alone
in their emotions.
After suffering such a tragic, sudden loss, my father
used his pain to empathize
with others through Yatooma’s Foundation for the
Kids. I strongly believe that
my father’s ability to empathize with children and widows and our emphasis on
relationship and connectivity
is what sets our foundation
apart. As Karen Long so perfectly said, “For the Kids has
fixed more than just things at
my house. They helped mend
our broken hearts.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Exercise and health
How exercise benefits
day-to-day life
Kaitlyn
Crawford
Guest
Contributor

Not only can exercise and
healthy living increase the
length of your life, but it provides a better, happier life.
Exercise affects many every
day. According to Consumer Reports of the Washington
Post, adults are recommended to get at least 150 minutes
of moderate exercise or 75 minutes of vigorous exercise every
week. They said that around
half of adults achieve the recommended amount (April 29,
2019).
Exercise has many health
benefits these adults could
miss out on. Physical activity
lowers the dangers of heart disease, some cancer and stroke,
according to the Australian Department of Health. Besides
these, it improves sleep, maintains a healthy weight and increases energy (April 4, 2019).
Darin Jordan said when he
is tired and exercises, he feels
happier, accomplished, and
has more energy.
I have found that exercise
can better my mood. Often, I
do not feel like exercising, but
when I do, I feel more confident
and satisfied.
There is research to support that exercise increases
good moods. Good moods are
gained especially by exercising
outside, where vitamin D is increased, said Harvard Health
Publishing. Vitamin D fights
against many diseases including cancer and heart problems
(July 2010).
Exercising outside helps people to gain vitamin D, which
then elevates mood, said Better Health Channel. They also
said people are generally happier and more likely to be active if they are moving around
outside (January 2018).
I believe physical activity contributes happiness and
many health benefits to those
who take a few hours out of
their week to exercise. I continue to make exercise a priority in my life.

Marissa Muljat said that
exercise puts her in a better
mood. “There’s the Christian
aspect of it (healthy living).
God tells us to treat our bodies
as temples to him,” Muljat said.
I agree that through healthy
living, we can honor God and
respect the bodies he created.
Not only can exercise
change our moods; it also
fights against depression.
Gretchen Reynolds of the New
York Times said that exercising
four days a week lowers depression. Reynolds also said that for
mentally healthy people, exercise results in less anxiety and
anger (April 8, 2020).
In a study done by Columbia
University Medical Center, researchers directed half of their
volunteer group to exercise
four times a week and half to
do nothing. Reynolds said that
after three months when they
were told to pause working
out, “The exercise group had
learned to enjoy the exercise”
(April 8, 2020).
This is good news for us because it means that if we stick
to working out, we may learn
to like it. When I am regularly
exercising, I enjoy it more and
feel better about myself.
Another advantage to working out are the social benefits.
Social interaction is essential
to living a healthy, happy life,
said Jane Brody (June 12, 2020).
Brody also said that relationships impact how people live,
such as exercising friends encouraging their friends to exercise. It is important for us
to choose friends who will encourage us to exercise and eat
healthfully (June 12, 2017).
I have found this to be true
in my life as well. I am more
likely to exercise regularly if
I have a partner to work out
with. Another example is eating healthfully, because my
family encourages me to do so
and keeps me accountable.
Good options for socially exercising include going to
the gym, walking with friends
and getting a work-out partner.
Exercising with others increases the likelihood of people
continuing to work out and will
probably make exercise more
fun. I enjoy exercising and hope
to maintain it as a priority in
my life.
echo@taylor.edu

Emotional abuse exists in U.S. churches
How churches tend to
manipulate members
Some churches in America
today, prey on the vulnerability of the spiritually lost through
emotional coercion.
Having the courage to speak
up in the church about what
goes on behind the scenes can
be difficult and isolating. No
church is perfect, but an issue
that is very real is emotional abuse and coercion on the
spiritually vulnerable. Some
churches pray on their congregation in a way that they say reflects God, but is actually just
an extension of their own agenda. This misleads people and
misguides them down a very
difficult road to recovery and
spiritual wholeness. People become scared to have spiritual
encounters because of this issue. It is a topic that is very real
within the Christian community, especially today.
Classmate Lexi Abruzzo expressed to me that the topic of
emotional and spiritual abuse
is not talked about a lot within the church. Older generations, especially, try to conceal
the faults within the church to
appear unproblematic and

Adeline
Gonzalez
Guest
Contributor

unflawed. She shared that
sometimes, it’s hard for people to see what pressure they
were put under until they are
out of that environment and
have experienced actual encounters for themselves later
on in life. People who experience spiritual abuse within the
church are often hesitant or
fearful of spiritually connecting with Christ or with anyone
at all. Religion can be perceived
as fickle or hypocritical.
Another classmate, Allison
Haines, says that although
she has not personally experienced emotional or spiritual abuse within the churches
she has attended, she knows
family members and friends
who have. She recognizes that
although this very real problem may not play a direct role
in her own life, it is still a very
significant issue in churches today. Allison shared that
she knows a woman who felt
scared to speak up in her own
church as a result of emotional
abuse within the church. Some

environments can be very hostile and unforgiving, and I think
a lot of fear to speak up stems
from that. This can be very difficult because the way to heal
and fix an issue first starts with
speaking up, and if an environment where speaking your
mind has not been cultivated,
it can be nearly impossible to
change the culture.
Some of the key characteristics of spiritual abuse can be
identified as coercion, control,
manipulation, pressuring of individuals and control through
the misuse of religious text in
scripture and providing a ‘divine’ rationale for behavior.
Reports show that emotional
abuse is very real and evident
within churches. Although
most do not speak up about it,
some do and it is heartbreaking
to see the serious, long lasting
effects of this type of abuse.
Messages and sermons
should be delivered in a mindful way and opinions should
not be stated as facts or direct
wishes from God. To avoid spiritual abuse, coercion should be
avoided at all costs. Preachers should teach well. As believers, we must call out false
gospels and spiritual abuse,
include spiritual abuse and

safeguarding policies within the church, and expect opposition and be ready for it.
(churchsociety.org.
Finding out what type of
abuse exists in the church, why
it happens and how we can forgive plays a big role in the recovery stages of said emotional
abuse. Churches and places of
worship are for the broken, but
sometimes churches abuse and
manipulate situations to make
others feel inferior to administration rather than fearing
God. Churches and church faculty within some churches enforce rules and activities that
humiliate and degrade members of the church.
The Bible can be used in a
way that can be taken out of
context to forward the agenda of church administration.
It is important to remember
that not all churches are like
this. Within the community of Christianity, we should
be mindful and aware of this
issue. We must not turn our
heads away from the emotional
abuse that is very much within some churches today. Part of
fixing the problem is acknowledging that it is there. (survivingchurch.org).
echo@taylor.edu
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Some churches prey on the spiritually lost.

LIFE & TIMES
TheEchoNews.com

“When they reached the apex of
the bridge, the marchers met
resistance.”
Selma’s youngest foot soldier
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Couple on-mission in the student center

The Goodners
share their story

Kay Rideout
Staff Writer

The first time he asked her on
a date, she said no.
Just a few days later, however, Rochelle regretted her decision and decided to contact Bill
through a mutual friend.
“The next week he was at my
house, and we’ve been together
ever since,” Rochelle said.
On Sep. 30 of last year, the
Goodners celebrated 30 years of
marriage—years marked by service and love for each other, as
well as the people around them.
“Bill and I have always helped
others, and want to continue to
help others in any way possible,”
Rochelle said.
In August of 2017, Rochelle
began working in the Larita
Boren Student Center on Taylor’s campus. Just two months
later, Bill joined her. Before

becoming a part of Taylor’s
staff, the two spent a large portion of their time in separate
work environments—Rochelle
at a local Subway shop and Bill
in municipalities.
Working in the public sphere
exposed the Goodners to an
environment that was much
harsher than the one they have
been introduced to at Taylor.
Both Bill and Rochelle appreciate the change of pace they
have found on Taylor’s campus,
and have enjoyed their transition into the “Taylor bubble.”
“Our life before coming to
Taylor was not as rewarding,”
Bill said. “Coming to Taylor is
a breath of fresh air, because
you don’t have to deal with the
outside world like you do when
you’re working a ‘regular’ job.”
Currently, Rochelle works as
a cashier at the Student Center, while Bill works behind the
counter at Emma & Charlie’s
Pizza. The two consider their
work at Taylor to be not just a

job but a calling. They strongly believe that God has called
them to work at Taylor, and
they take their service of students and staff very seriously.
“I believe we have a need,
and I believe we’re fulfilling
that need,” Bill said. “Until God
tells us that we need to make a
change, we’re going to be here—
who knows how long.”
Without a doubt, the Goodners consider the most important and rewarding aspect of
their work at Taylor to be the relationships they have been able
to establish with the individuals
they serve.
“We try to let them know
that we’re here for them and
love them and will help them
if possible,” Bill said. “I mean,
that’s what God has done ( for)
us, so that’s what we want to do
( for) them.”
Countless students have experienced the Goodner’s love
in some way—through meals
bought, prayers offered, or

encouragement given. Several
students affectionately call the
couple “Momma and Pops.”
This last spring, the Goodners were especially thankful
for the relationships they have
established within the Taylor community.
In December of 2019, Bill underwent the first of three major knee surgeries, and the
couple found themselves in
need of extra support. During
this time, the Goodners were
overwhelmed by the care
they received from the Taylor community.
“We had such an outpouring from not only students but
faculty that we know also,” Bill
said. “It was just overwhelming how much love and support was shown from the
Taylor community.”
Cards, messages, hospital visits, meals and a GoFundMe page
were just a few ways in which
the Taylor community supported and loved the Goodners.

Photograph by Marissa Muljat

Bill and Rochelle Goodners bring love and joy to the Student Center.

Both Bill and Rochelle are
incredibly thankful for the care
they have received from students and staff over the past
few months.
“I would like to thank the Taylor community for all the support they’ve given us during the
rough time we’ve had,” Bill said.
“And I would like to say how
thankful I am for the love that
has been shown.”

Rochelle echoes her husband’s sentiment, and notes
that she and Bill are always
ready to return the favor in any
way that they can.
“We have a prayer board at
home on our wall,” Rochelle
said. “If any student, faculty or
staff needs prayer, come and
let me know and we will pray
for them.”
echo@taylor.edu

Selma’s youngest foot soldier

Lowery speaks on
realities of racism
Kay Rideout
Staff Writer

Lynda Lowery first recognized racism’s hold over Selma, Alabama when it killed
her mother.
“I knew that white people
didn’t like Black people,” Lynda
said. “But I realized when my
mother died that white people
hated Black people.”
Although Lynda’s mother
needed a blood transfusion,
the all-white hospital in Selma had no “negro” blood in
supply. Forced to look for help
elsewhere, Lynda’s father sent
for blood from Birmingham —
96 miles away.
It arrived 15 minutes too late.
When seven-year-old Lynda
learned the cause of her mother’s death, she made a vow that
would propel her into a lifetime
of civil rights activism.
“I made a vow that when I got
big, I was gonna change things,”
Lynda said. “And no one would
ever have to grow up without
a mommy again because of the
color of their skin.”
Lynda wasted no time acting on her promise. From a

young age she participated in
marches, spent time in jail and
did everything she could to secure basic human rights for
African-Americans.
At the age of 13, Lynda heard
Martin Luther King Jr. speak
for the first time in Brown
Chapel. When King suggested
“steady, loving confrontation”
through nonviolent protests,
she jumped up on her seat and
yelled her approval.
“I said, ‘Oh yeah, that’s how
I’m gonna do it!’” Lynda said.
“And my grandmother pulled
me back down on my seat and
said, ‘Shut up, you know you
in church.’”
Just a few months later, Lynda’s dedication to nonviolence
was tested along with hundreds of others’ on what would
infamously become known as
“Bloody Sunday.”
After church services on
March 7th, 600 marchers led
by John Lewis and Hosea Williams lined up two abreast outside of Brown Chapel and set
off towards the Edmund Pettus Bridge.
“I was in the 19th row from
the front,” Lynda said. “We
started off the march singin’,
‘Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn
Me ‘Round.’”

As they drew closer to the
bridge, their singing was replaced with an eerie silence.
When they reached the apex
of the bridge, the marchers
met resistance.
“Alabama state troopers lined
four lanes of (the) highway,
about four rows deep,” Lynda
said. “Behind them was Dallas
County sheriff Jim Clark and his
deputies about two rows deep,
and then there was a posse
on horseback.”
The crowd was given two
minutes to disperse.
Instead, they knelt and
prayed. As Lynda knelt down,
she remembers the officers
donning gas masks.
“We were kneeling and all of
a sudden there was gunshots
and there was this smoke coming up from the ground,” Lynda
said. “It burned your nose and
your eyes — you couldn’t see,
you couldn’t breathe.”
Troopers emerged out of the
tear gas to chase protestors
down. Lynda was grabbed and
beaten, suffering injuries that
later required 35 stitches. She
fainted and woke up to find
herself being shoved into the
back of a hearse, presumed to
be dead.
Despite the violence she
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Lynda Lowery participating in the Selma march.

encountered on the bridge,
Bloody Sunday did not mark
the end of Lynda’s participation in protests.
Just a few weeks later, on
March 25, 1965, Lynda became
the youngest foot soldier to participate in the successful march
from Selma to Montgomery.
“I was determined to finish what I had started,” Lynda
said. “As my grandmother used
to say: ‘When you start something, be determined to take it
to the end — no matter what
the outcome.’”
Since then, Lynda has spoken on various media channels, interacted with groups
of students touring Selma and
written a book entitled Turning
15 On The Road To Freedom: My
Story of the 1965 Selma Voting
Rights March.

When I first watched the
movie Selma several weeks
ago, I left the auditorium wanting to talk with someone who
had lived through the moments I had just witnessed
on the screen. After an afternoon of hardcore Googling, I
found Linda’s address online
and wrote her a letter asking
if she would share her experiences with me.
When Linda called to tell me
her story, she made a point of
acknowledging that the Civil Rights Movement was never
about African-Americans exclusively, but about humanity
as a whole.
“We are fighting for everybody’s rights, because what affects me affects everybody else,”
Lynda said. “If the air quality isn’t good in Selma, it’s not

good in New York, it’s not good
in Norway, it’s not good around
the world.”
Lynda also believes that civil rights activism today is far
more dangerous than it was in
1965, and cautions younger generations to temper their energy
and enthusiasm with wisdom.
In doing so, Lynda believes
today’s youth could have an incredible impact on the continued fight for civil rights in the
United States.
“You will change history —
you will put the word ‘human’
back into the word ‘humanity,’” Lynda said. “Because what
we’re fighting for is the human
race. We’re not just fighting
for African-Americans or Latinos; we’re fighting for the human race.”
echo@taylor.edu

Creating cool Christmas gifts Home for the hygge holidays
Craft simple ways
to share the love
Lauren MacDonald
Staff Writer

A gift is the perfect way to
convey your appreciation for
friends and family.
As college students, a majority of us are not rolling around
in exceeding amounts of cash,
and during the holiday gifting
season, the deficit of cash is
more noticeable than normal.
That is the beauty of crafts!
Homemade gifts are a great
alternative to give to a loved
one for Christmas and carry a
special sentimental value with
them.
Here are some DIY ideas:
The Good Old Mason Jar With a mason jar you can do
a variety of things:
Recipe Jars: Fill a jar with
the dry ingredients of a cookie, soup or cake recipe, then all
the recipient has to do is add in
the wet ingredients, cook and
enjoy!
Encouragement Jar: Write
down little slips of encouragement to your loved one with a
title of when to read them such
as “open when joyful” or “open
when feeling down.” Fill up the

jar with these encouragements,
and you’re ready to give!
Lumiere Jar: Paint the outside of the jar with acrylic
paints in any pattern or design
you like. Then put a small candle in it, and your design will
shine across the room or area
it is placed.
Stovetop Potpourri: Fill up
a mason jar with cinnamon
sticks, some dried orange slices or evergreen twigs. Pop the
ingredients on the stove in a
small pot and let the simmering scents work their magic.
Little Coupons: Write down
a freebie that your receiver
would really appreciate like,
“Coffee run with me,” “Study
date” or “Movie night and popcorn.” This is a great gift, since
the receiver can cash it in at
any time they want and all you
have to do is give the gift of an
experience with them. Compile however many coupons
you would like to give, and you
have a great, meaningful gift!
Home Watercolor Painting:
Find a picture of the house they
grew up in, or even the mailbox number where they lived
or a cherished place they went.
Then, recreate with paint. A
watercolor recreation of this
will be something they can

Change your mindset
this holiday season
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-Editor
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DIY is a low-budget way to
give high-quality gifts.

keep for the rest of their lives.
Picture Recreation Album:
Take some of those old photos
from your childhood and make
a recreation photo of the exact
pose. Place the photos side by
side in either a book or frame,
and you have a sentimental gift
to give to a parent or loved one.
This is a great way to cherish
memories since you can see
the time that has passed in between the time that the photos
were taken.
So if you are looking to get
crafty, or make a special memento to last, any of these fun
DIY Gifts will be a hit! Whether
you gift is homemade and from
the heart, or bought from the
store, make sure you show a
little love to others this holiday season.
echo@taylor.edu

The tables are set and the food
is cooked. It’s Thanksgiving. You
are home, wherever that may be.
Yet, as you look around, ask yourself, “Am I counting blessings or
comparing complaints?” Do you
find yourself in a season of thankfulness or discontentment?
Going through the motions is
how a lot of people glide through
the holidays, not taking the time
to embrace or think about their
emotions.
Because the holidays may
be a time where emotions are
extreme, some people feel extremely loved and surrounded
by family during the holidays, but
others experience loneliness and
grief. Memories of lost loved ones
or divisions among families can
set the stage for hurt.
In an article for Wanderlust,
Helen Avery talks about a Danish word, “hygge” (pronounced
“hyooguh.”)
She defines it as roughly meaning “a deep sense of place and
well-being; a feeling of friendship, warmth, contentment,
and peace with your immediate

surroundings. It’s an integral part
of Danish life, and it mostly happens in colder weather.”
A Danish American once said
that this word was not meant to
be translated, but instead meant
to be felt.
As the air cools, and seasonal
depression rates in the Midwest
skyrocket, we can make hygge
a mindset for ourselves and the
people around us.
In order to truly live out this
hygge mindset, an idea is to focus on being intentional about
making other people feel loved
rather than what you are feeling
at that moment.
Psychology Today describes
this phenomenon as a “direct
correlation with overall well-being and giving our time, money
or other resources to a cause that
we are passionate about. Studies suggest that people who volunteer report better health and
more happiness than people who
do not volunteer.”
Hygge can include giving
your resources, but it can also
be curling up on the couch with
hot chocolate and a good book.
It is home-cooked meals with
family. It is a fire in the fireplace
and a cozy blanket. It is found
in being content and embracing the now.

When you are thankful for
your life and what you have, giving to others and serving them
comes easier and comes from the
right headspace.
Some ways to consciously
choose to be thankful this season are:
Embrace the change: Despite
how different the holidays will
look this year, try to see this as a
time of growth, and look for ways
to enjoy the changes. Notice the
differences and look for the good
parts of them.
Look for ways to focus on others: Hand-deliver a note to a
neighbor or send a far-away relative a letter.
Show you are thankful in tangible ways: Be willing to help with
the dishes after a meal. Make a
meal for a neighbor.
Start a gratitude journal: Make
a list of three things each day for
what you are thankful for in order
to remind yourself of the blessings in your life.
By not only counting your
blessings, but trying to be a blessing this holiday season, you will
not just create a space for hygge,
you will make space for others to
be able to embrace the sacred gift
of encouragement: that is a truly
a happy Thanksgiving!
echo@taylor.edu
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Answers
to last issue’s problems

Can you get each row, column
and diagonal to equal 102?

Do you have any ideas for the Fun and
Games page? Been a hiding-in-the-basementeating-oreos-and-drawing-beautifulcomics-artists for too long? It’s time to
make your creative voice heard! Email:
sodi_kroehler@taylor.edu
with an idea, a drawing, or even just a
random collection of dots for a chance
to get featured in the next edition!!

A&E

“Most episodes are self-contained stories with a
few overarching characters and plotlines.”
New ‘Mandalorian’ fulfills viewer’s wants
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Mosaic Night aims to fuse many cultures
Multitudes of cultures
showcased in one event
Olivia Yatooma
Staff Writer
Mosaic Night is a time for international students to embrace
their authentic selves while tapping into their roots and bringing awareness to their fellow
students regarding their cultures
that are oftentimes overlooked in
today’s society.
Sophomore Sumana Wiig was
a participant in Mosaic Night, as
she showcased her Indian roots
alongside seven other girls in a
dance to the songs ‘Makhna’ by
Asees Kaur, Tanishk Bagchi and
Yaseer Desai and ‘Desi girl’ by
Sunidhi Chauhan, Shekhar Ravjiani, Vishal Dadlani and Shankar
Mahadevan.
Wiig stated that Mosaic Night
simply made her feel close to
home and gave her the opportunity to reflect on her origin.
“Mosaic Night was an opportunity to celebrate culture and the
different traditions that we have
through our gifts and talents,”
Wiig said.
In addition to the performance
aspect of Mosaic Night, there
were also different foods that
were prepared to represent the
diversity of cultures within the
Taylor community.
Sophomore Katie Ito, who
cooked for MuKappa, a cabinet
dedicated to missionary kids,

shed light on the environment
that she and other fellow students created, which allowed
attendees to eat, enjoy and celebrate the diversity of culture represented through different foods.
“I think people are really nervous about entering into people’s
cultures,” Ito said. “It’s always a
struggle for people to know what
is okay and what is acceptable,
but food is such a natural and
easy thing. You just show up and
eat, and the questions will just
come.”
Mosaic Night did not just consist of food, song and dance, but
also the reading of poetry written by fellow Taylor students.
Freshman Mikaila Taylor represented Native American heritage
through an original poem entitled “A History Lesson.”
“I always try to bring some type
of educational approach to my
poetry,” Taylor said. “The main
focus of my poetry is to bring a
different awareness. It should get
you asking questions. It should
evoke something.”
Taylor continued to express
the meaning behind her poetry,
as she stressed that her goal is for
people to place themselves in the
shoes of others and to therefore
think about multiple perspectives rather than just their own.
The poem, “A History Lesson,”
is special to her because it was
written to reflect on those whose
lives we have not lived.
“I wasn’t there when Native
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MECA students showcase their talents while highlighting their
cultures at the 2020 Mosaic Night, hosted on Nov. 5..

Americans had to walk the Trail
of Tears,” Taylor said. “I wasn’t
there when my African American ancestors were slaves and
in shackles, but I’m affected by
those things today.”
Mosaic Night consisted of approximately 14 acts, some of
which were showcased through
video if the performers could not
be present to perform live due to
COVID-19.
Social distancing guidelines
were put into place to maintain
the safety of those who performed

and attended the event.
There was hand sanitizer in
front of every entry door along
with students checking the
temperatures of each individual before they were allowed to
get food and be seated for the
performances.
Camryn Lien, co-president of
the Multi-Ethnic Student Association, pointed to the collaborative effort of the eight cabinets
within OIP and their contributions to Mosaic Night. MESA
took the lead in preparation for

Mosaic Night, but the other seven cabinets, ISS, MECA, MuKappa,
LSU, BSU, ASIA and Gospel Choir
were all involved in creating the
framework for this event.
Lien also highlighted the importance of Mosaic Night because of the opportunity that it
provided for students of different
cultural backgrounds.
“It’s a special night because it
provides an opportunity for international students, minority students, and TCKs to have a stage
without having to worry about
fitting in,” Lien said. “Many students have to hold back their
cultures and identities here on
campus, so Mosaic Night is an
event that welcomes these students and gives them the stage
to speak their truths.”
Mosaic Night was more than
just a production filled with
distinct foods, poetry readings,
and the performances executed
through song and dance.
At its core, Mosaic Night was
designed to be a platform for students from all around the world
to feel known, accepted, and embraced at Taylor University.
“There really should be no
them and us, there is. So, it was
good to just break down that barrier and say, ‘This is our show,’”
Taylor said. “This is our time to
connect with others who are different from us, but who are the
same on the inside.”
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

Symphony
Orchestra Concert
Nov. 16, 7:30-9 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Wind Ensemble
Concert

Nov. 18 @ 7:30-9 p.m.
Wheeler Stage at the
Boren Campus Center

Piano Recital
Dr. Harshenin

Nov. 19 @ 6:30pm-8pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

The Little Prince
Nov. 19-21 @ 7:30pm
Nov. 21 @ 2pm
Mitchell Theatre

Chorale & Sounds
Thanksgiving
Vespers

Nov. 22 @
7:30pm-8:30pm
Euler Lembright Atrium

Students transform writing into visual artwork
Students make fictionbased, 2-D pieces
Amelia Bostick
Staff Writer

These past couple of weeks,
students from the 2-D design
and creative writing courses
have been collaborating on a
project to bring their art to life.
What started as an idea a couple years ago has turned into
semesters of collaborations between the two classes.
This time, Laura Stevenson, assistant professor of
Art, approached Daniel Bowman, associate professor of English, proposing a new kind of
teamwork.
“The idea being that my students would then visually respond to either a line, stanza,
section or the piece of writing
entirely.” Stevenson shared.
This then turned into a collaborative effort for future semesters where students from both
classes would be turning either
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An introductory creative writing class and a 2-D design class collaborate to put fiction pieces into visual art.

a poem into visual artwork or
a design into a written piece.
This semester, creative writing
students would send in some
rough drafts of their short stories to Stevenson, allowing her
to randomly assign these to her
own 2-D students.
“When she proposed it to
me, I loved it—there’s so much

energy in asking visual artists
and creative writers to reflect
on and respond to each other’s
work,” Bowman said.
The students began working
right away, and what came from
the 2-D class was a series of relief
prints. Relief printing, Stevenson said, is a process of cutting
away a block until all that is left

is the intended printed design.
Throughout this week, these
designs made by the 2-D Design students will be on display
through the main floor of the art
building.
“There’s obviously a long history, especially in children’s
books, of having a whole story or part of a story illustrated,”

Bowman shared. “This way,
you’re combining the elements
of storytelling—character, plot,
setting, etc.—with the elements
of visual art—color, tone, line,
shape, texture, etc.—for something greater than the sum of its
parts.”
Through this collaboration,
students from both classes were
able to be a part of that history
and create something beautiful.
This also allows students to
interact with different forms of
art they might not expose themselves to otherwise, using new
tools and ideas.
“It’s always exciting to see
creativity at Taylor celebrated
through the lens of collaboration.” Stevenson said.
A piece of work can be completely changed when accompanied with something visual.
Through this teamwork, both
students are allowing the other
to take what they have created
and add their own creativity to
it. With COVID-19, the students of
the 2-D Design course have been

especially creative this semester.
Earlier this semester, these design students used relief blocks,
similar to this collaborative project, to make a print on disposable masks.
These were sold in the Boren
Center and 100% of the proceeds collected were donated
to the Grant County Emergency Management Agency, helping
provide equipment to combat
COVID-19. Bowman has seen
COVID-19 affect his creative writing classroom as well.
“It’s especially important to
build trust in an artistic setting,
because we’re allowing ourselves
to become more vulnerable as
writers, taking risks to improve
and do good work,” Bowman
said. “We need a safe space and
a supportive community.”
These two professors are actively working to create that safe
and supportive community for
their students, showing and
guiding them in how to use the
gifts that Christ has given them.
echo@taylor.edu

New ‘Mandalorian’ fulfills viewer’s wants
Disney+ series
continues to impress
Lucas Bertsche
Staff Writer
Season 2 of ‘The Mandalorian’
has so far given me everything
I could ever ask for as a Star
Wars fan.
This season starts with Din
Djarin (the Mandalorian) on a
quest to return the child (AKA
Baby Yoda) to his people, a race
of enemy sorcerers we know as
Jedi. To do this, Din must first
track down the remnants of his
own people who have a long and
complicated history with the Jedi.
The father-son duo traverse the
galaxy together as Din continues
to drift away from his self-centered bounty hunter roots all the
while subjecting the child to the
violence of his way.
Season two, episode one is
one of the best of the series yet.
There are so many glorious easter
eggs for fans of the prequels and
the original trilogy, and there’s a

reveal in the closing seconds that
had me freaking out and yelling
at the TV.
John Favreau, the director of
‘Iron Man’ and the showrunner
of ‘The Mandalorian,’ directed
this episode, and it shows because this is one epic hour of television. The action is insane, and
we get to see all kinds of gadgets
utilized by Din, my favorite being
his recently acquired jetpack. The
visual effects are some of the best
ever seen on TV. It’s clear Disney
emptied their wallet to make sure
this show felt more like a theatrically released movie.
The cast was also excellent,
although Amy Sedaris’ character Peli Motto gets on my nerves.
Pedro Pascal is great once again,
even though we’re never able to
see his face. His voice is perfect
for the role, but I’m also really
hoping we get to see him take
the helmet off again. Baby Yoda
takes a bit of a back seat in this
episode, but still manages to be
as cute as ever.
The real standout, however, is

Timothy Olyphant. That man is
just full of swagger. I know him
primarily from his brilliant performance as Raylan Givens on
the show ‘Justified,’ and I loved
that his character here is pretty similar.
Olyphant really lends to the
whole western vibe of the episode. It really feels like a classic
wild west movie but set in a galaxy far, far away. There’s a rundown saloon, a Mexican standoff,
and a clever twist on the cowboys
and Indians trope.
The music is also phenomenal. Composer Ludwig Goransson somehow manages to follow
in the footsteps of John Williams
while also adding something
unique to what we’ve come to
expect Star Wars music to sound
like. I cannot get that theme song
out of my head.
However, the second episode,
while it’s unfair to write it off as
filler, definitely didn’t live up to
the hype of episode one. There
are some amazing action sequences thanks again to the

budget and to fellow Marvel director Peyton Reed (‘Ant Man.’)
Baby Yoda also has a few darkly
hilarious moments. Overall, this
episode highlighted some of my
biggest criticisms of the show.
‘The Mandalorian’ is very
episodic. Most episodes are
self-contained stories with a few
overarching characters and plotlines. This isn’t inherently a bad
thing. It just means that in season
one, Din might go from brutally
taking down stormtroopers one
week to getting stuck on Tatooine
with an annoying, wannabe Han
Solo the next. Not every episode
feels equally important. While I
did have a blast watching episode
two, I found myself wishing it had
contributed more to the story.
Overall, however, this season
of ‘The Mandalorian’ is off to a
phenomenal start. With what
episode one sets up and from
what some of the rumors suggest, I think season two has the
potential to be even better than
the first. I have spoken.
echo@taylor.edu
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‘The Mandalorian’ season 2 premiered on Oct. 30.

“I think that says a lot about the people on the team and the
dedication that we have to the team and each other because even
during the summer in the spring when we are apart we were still
committed fully to our purpose.”
TU XC finishes strong in conference championships
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volleyball State football tournament begins for area schools
Marion wins fifth
football sectional title
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

When asked where a potential state title contender may
come from, Grant County may
not be one of the first answers.
However, for the Giants of Marion High School, this dream may
become reality soon.
Marion started off the season slow, losing their first two
games to Eastbrook and Lawrence North, and it was not pretty either, losing 39-18 and 70-14,
respectively. Since those two
games, they did not put many
feet wrong, going 8-1 en route
to a highly anticipated sectional
final matchup with Delta.
Falling just short in 2018, losing in the semi-state round, this
year Marion took their fifth sectional title ever with a win over
Delta 38-21 in class 4A. Former
Delta head coach David Land
cited Marion’s speed as what
set them apart from Delta.
To get there, the Giants beat
another local team, Mississinewa, 49-28 in the first round of

the sectional. They beat Fort
Wayne South 33-14 in the sectional semi-final round.
Led by first year head coach
James Bell, Marion came out
fast, taking a 28-0 lead in the
first half and did not look back.
Delta made it interesting closing to within 10 points in the
fourth quarter.
“Whenever you get down like,
people making big plays on you,
it has an effect mentally on you,”
Land said.
For Bell, a former Taylor University head football coach, it is
his first sectional title as a coach
in Indiana. It is an upgrade over
last year’s finish for the Giants
where they fell to Mississinewa
on a late field goal in the sectional final.
Class 2A powerhouse, the
Panthers of Eastbrook High
School, were poised for yet another deep run into the postseason after making it to the state
title game the past two seasons losing to Western Boone
both years.
They finished the regular
season 8-1 and won their conference with a 7-0 mark. They
rode a lot of momentum into the

postseason where they would
fight for the sectional title in
one of the toughest sectionals in
the state, with three other teams
that could potentially make it to
the state finals, Lapel, Eastern
(Greentown) and Tipton.
In the first round, Eastbrook
beat Blackford 55-8. Unfortunately, in the sectional semi-final round, they were defeated
by Tipton 56-39. Unlike Marion, Eastbrook fell behind early,
29-6 in the middle of the second quarter. Three turnovers
in the first half contributed to

Eastbrook falling behind early.
However, Eastbrook stormed
back to take a 39-36 lead in the
fourth quarter. Tipton would
close the game out with a kick
return for a touchdown and
an interception returned for
a touchdown.
“Tipton’s a very good team
and they took advantage of all
of our mistakes,” Eastbrook head
coach Jeff Adamson said.
Other local teams also found
themselves in postseason play.
Oak Hill improved on last
years 4-6 record going 7-4 this
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IHSAA Football’s state tournament is in full swing for area teams.

year. They would beat Bellmont
28-0 in the first round of the sectional and lose to Fort Wayne
Concordia 24-0 in the sectional
semi-final round.
Madison-Grant received a
bye in the first round of sectionals. In the sectional semi-final
round, they defeated Tri-Central 28-12, before being beaten
by undefeated South Adams 55-7
in the sectional final.
For next season, the hope is
nearly the same for all coaches,
the hope that COVID is a thing
of the past. Around the state
many teams saw their state title dreams end due to having
COVID cases.
Delta ended up not playing
their first game of the season
due to contact tracing and not
having enough players to play.
“If you would have told me
week one, that we would have
been able to play 11 weeks of
football, I would have taken it in
a heartbeat,” Delta head coach
Chris Overholt said.
Thankfully, none of the local
teams ended up being affected
in a big way by the virus when it
came to tournament time.
echo@taylor.edu

TU XC finishes strong in conference championships

ahead early,” Kirtley said.
Coach Martinez hopes that
fans see a lot of energy, both
offensive and defensive.
Both teams had
“We are going to take thesuccessful seasons
open shot… hopefully you will
get to see a lot of style, energy,
Jake Weikel
and like the way we play” he
Staff Writer
said.
echo@taylor.edu
As the fall part of their season
has come to a close, the men’s
and women’s cross-country
teams leave a fall season full of
success behind them.
The Crossroads League had
their championship meet on Friday, Nov 6, meaning that the fall
portion of their season has come
to an end. During the Crossroads
League Championships, both
Taylor teams put forth a strong
effort and both meets were extremely competitive.
Despite being without one of
their top runners, the women’s
team still managed to edge out
third-ranked Huntington by a
margin of three points. Senior
Sarah Harden was the top finisher for Taylor, placing third
overall while senior Livy Schroder also raced well, placing sixth
overall. As a whole, the women’s
team placed five runners in the
top fifteen.
This is the eighth consecutive league title for the women’s
team, continuing an impressive
and Madonna last week.
streak of dominance over the
conference. Head Coach Quinn
White was nominated as Coach
of the Year for the conference
and seniors Livy Schroder, Sarah Harden and Katelynn Hanback, as well as juniors Corinne
O’Leary and Giovanna Domene,
all earned All-Crossroads League
Team spots.
The men’s team put up a
strong effort as well, but didn’t

th close loss
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The women’s cross country team won their eighth-consecutive conference championship.

experience as satisfying of
an outcome.
Despite placing three runners
in the top five, the Taylor men’s
team suffered a narrow defeat.
They lost out to Huntington by
a mere nine points, finishing
second overall. The three Taylor
runners who placed in the top
five were seniors Daniel Gerber
and Luke Rovenstine, as well
as junior Alex Helmuth, which
earned each of them All-Crossroads League Team honors.
Despite a disappointing finish,
the team still managed to come
away with some positive takeaways afterwards.
“Being able to only lose by 10
points, and still have not the ideal day brings a little bit more confidence in us,” Helmuth said. “We
didn’t have the best day but we

barely lost to them.”
Even though it wasn’t a fully
satisfying ending for the men’s
team, both the men’s and women’s teams had very successful
seasons.
The women’s team continued
the success and dominance that
they pursue year in and year out.
As a team, they hardly missed
a step throughout the entire
season.
Out of the five meets that they
have been a part of this season,
including the championship,
Taylor finished in first place at
four out of five of them. In every
single meet, they had at least one
person finish within the top five
and at least two in the top ten.
“It’s the best the team has
ever looked,” senior Sarah Harden said. “I think that says a lot

about the people on the team
and the dedication that we have
to the team and each other because even during the summer
in the spring when we are apart
we were still committed fully to
our purpose.”
On an individual level, many of
the girls had great seasons. Many
of the girls set personal records
for themselves this year. Sarah
Harden broke the school record
for the fastest women’s 5k not
only once, but twice this season.
The men’s team also experienced a lot of success this season. They won two of their meets
and routinely had at least one
runner finish in the top five and
multiple in the top ten.
Perhaps the most impressive feat between the two teams
was that together they made

history for Taylor University athletics.They are the first men’s and
women’s teams of a sport to each
rank first nationally at the same
time.
“We all know it’s about the final outcome at the end of the season, but it’s also exciting,” Coach
White said. “I think it shows a lot
of respect to our program.”
The achievement is a big one
for a program that continues to
rise at Taylor despite the constant stress presented by the
threat of coronavirus.
For the most part, the Trojans have been able to persevere
through this pandemic season with few troubles. Unlike a
lot of other colleges, the Taylor
cross-country teams didn’t have
to cancel the season or even miss
any meets. Despite a few quarantines and some schedule adjustments, they have still managed to
thrive during this hectic season.
The level of performance this
season is something that Coach
White believes is the standard
for this team. He believes in the
ability of both teams to perform
at a high level each season.
“At this point we’re always trying to shoot for a podium position at nationals, which is top
four,” said Coach White. “It is
an expectation that we’re a nationally ranked team but at this
stage, I’d say definitely a top
10 team.”
Even though the teams have
both enjoyed strong seasons, neither one is done yet. Both teams
are getting ready to enter a long
winter of training before nationals come in April.
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s Basketball

11/21 @Huntington University 1 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
11/17 Brescia University 7 p.m.
11/21 Huntington University 1 p.m.

SCOREBOARD
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
ATHLETICS
Men’s Cross
Country
11/6 Crossroads
Championships 2nd

Women’s Cross
Country
11/6 Crossroads
Championships 1st

Women’s Soccer
11/7 Mount
Vernon L 1-2

Men’s Basketball
10/24 Concordia
W 98-86

Women’s
Basketball
11/7 Cornerstone
University W
107-59
11/9 Madonna
University W 95-59

Volleyball
11/7 Indiana
Wesleyan L 1-3
11/10 Marian L 0-3

TOP 25 POLLS
Men’s XC

No. 1

Women’s XC

No. 1

Women’s Golf

Basketball

Receiving Votes

Softball

Receiving Votes

Cross Country

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Junior
Columbus, OH
Sports Management
Forward
Picture This
Photograph provided by Rachel Wordhouse

No. 4

Baseball

Giovanna D omene

CJ Penha

Soccer

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

Year

Major

(765) 998-7261

Junior
Va l i n h o s , B r a z i l

Hometown

Management & Marketing

Position
Fav o r i t e P u m p - U p S o n g
or Album
Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s
Your O w n

Distance
Don’t Stop Me Now
- Queen
Soccer
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8

November 16, 2020 MONDAY

Photograph provided by Rachel Wordhouse

